Dorothy Allison’s Bastard Out of Carolina                                                                                  *Make complete sentences by questions with asterisk.  Work in Collaborative Learning groups of 3, with a recorder, reporter, and reader/facilitator.  Turn in one sheet representing a consensus of the group:                                           _______________________________, _____________________________, _____________________________
1) Why does Anney attempt to have Bone’s birth certificate changed? _____________________________   What happens to the Greenville courthouse that causes folks on the “wrong side of the tracks” to applaud? _______________________

2) *Anney is bound and determined to find a husband and father for her girls after her first husband Lyle is killed in an accident.  She is pursued by Glenn, from the right side of the tracks.  Describe Glen, his relationship to his own family and to the Boatwrights?

3) On the night that Anney is giving birth to Glenn’s son, what happens as the children and Glen wait in the parking lot? _________________________________________   What happens to Anney and the new baby?_____________________________________________________________________________
4) Glen abuses Anney’s children; why does he not abuse Anney?  Come to a consensus in your response. 
5) When Bone is 8, she is hospitalized after one of Glen’s beatings.  When the doctor “calls the question” to Anney, she is forced to come to terms with Glen’s abuse in the guise of discipline.  What do Bone’s  Boatwright uncles do to Glen? ________________________   Why doesn’t Anney leave Glen at this point in the story? _____________________________________________________________________________
6) Why does the friendship between Bone and Shannon Pearl develop? ______________________________  Why do the two girls have a falling out? ______________________________________________________
7) When Bone is 13 and staying with her Aunt Alma, Daddy Glen comes to convince her to do what? ________  What happens when he gets angry and calls Bone a “bastard”? ___________________________________
8) After this disturbing incident which Anney interrupts, what does Anney do? __________________________
9) *Come to consensus as you explain Anney’s actions at the end of this scene in the story.
10) a) What is the story that Bone’s Aunt Raylene tells her on the way back from the hospital, and b) why will that story offer Bone some understanding of herself, if not of her mother?                                                      a) 

              b)
Bonus 5 pts: At the end of the story Anney brings a final copy of Bone’s birth certificate with the word “bastard” expunged: “Ruth Anne Boatwright. Mother Anney Boatwright. Father UNKOWN” (309). What does this final piece of information on the birth certificate represent or signify about Bone Boatwright’s life from this point on?
